
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      January 31, 2019 
 
 
 
Honorable Emmerson Dambudzo Mnangagwa  
President of the Republic of Zimbabwe 
Munhumutapa Building 
Samora Machel Avenue/ Sam Nujoma Street 
Harare, Zimbabwe 
 
 
Dear President Mnangagwa: 
 
On behalf of the one million active and retired members of the International Union, UAW in the 
United States, I write to express outrage about the arrests of General Secretary Japhet Moyo and 
President Peter Mutasa of the Zimbabwe Congress of Trade Unions (ZCTU) on charges of inciting 
violence and subversion. Reportedly, Mutasa’s house was raided by police and his brother was 
severely beaten.   
 
These actions appear to be part of your government’s repressive response to the ZCTU’s peaceful 
three-day “Stay Away,” 14-16 January 2019.  The purpose of the “Stay Away” was to demand a 
reversal of a fuel price increase that exceeded 200%.  The price increase worsened an already 
unbearably high cost of living.  Police and security forces violently attacked peaceful protesters.   
 
According to the Zimbabwe Human Rights NGO forum, there were at least 844 human rights 
violations during the “Stay Away.”  These included at least 12 killings, at least 78 gunshot wounds, 
at least 242 injuries from assault, torture, and inhumane, degrading treatment, and at least 46 
cases of property destruction.  Other violations included obstruction of movement, media 
freedom, and information access as well as privacy invasion.  We understand that more than 
1,000 people have been arrested since January 14.  Many have been denied bail in violation of 
their rights.  About 50 people who were convicted on charges of public violence did not have 
access to defense lawyers.  
 
Workers have the right to engage in peaceful demonstrations and other peaceful expressions of 
their views in an atmosphere without repression or violence.  We emphasize that a call to refrain 
from violent conduct was part and parcel of the ZCTU’s call for the “Stay-Away.” 
 



We, therefore, urge your government to immediately cease its violence and repression and to 
guarantee the safety of all protesters.  We call for the immediate and unconditional release of 
those arrested, including ZCTU General Secretary Japhet Moyo and President Peter Mutasa.  We 
call on you immediately to drop all charges against those who have done nothing other than 
exercise their rights to peaceful assembly and association.  We call for the immediate 
commencement of an independent judicial inquiry into the shocking excessive violence against 
protesters.  Guilty parties should be punished to deter future violence.  
 
As a matter of urgency, your government must engage in good faith negotiations with the ZCTU 
to find a peaceful and constructive way out of the current economic crisis with full respect for 
human rights, including those of workers. Please keep us informed about any action taken in 
response to this letter. 
 

In solidarity, 
 
 
 
Gary Jones, President 
International Union, UAW 
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cc:  Ambassador Machivenyika Mapuranga info33@zimbabwe-embassy.us 
 Permanent Mission of Zimbabwe in Geneva missionpzimbabwe@bluewin.ch 
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