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      December 21, 2016 
 
 
 
Prime Minister Hwang, Kyo-ahn, Acting President of the Republic of Korea 
c/o 
His Excellency Ahn Ho-Young 
Ambassador  
Embassy of the Republic of Korea 
2450 Massachusetts Ave NW 
Washington DC 20008 
Via e-mail amboffice@mofa.or.kr 
 
Dear Mr. Prime Minister: 
 
Last month I sent a letter on behalf of the one million active and retired members of the 
International Union, United Automobile, Aerospace and Agricultural Implement Workers of 
America (UAW) to condemn the sentencing of Han Sang-gyun, President of the Korean 
Confederation of Trade Unions (KCTU) and the arrests of hundreds of trade unionists for 
organizing and participating in peaceful protests and to support the demands of the KCTU and 
its affiliated unions including the Korean Metalworkers Union (KMWU) for fundamental labor 
rights. 
 
In light of recent events, including the impeachment of President Park Geun-hye and the ruling 
of the 2nd criminal division of Seoul High Court on the sentencing of President Han, I feel 
compelled to follow my previous letter with this one.  
 
We cannot accept the High Court’s finding that President Han serve three years imprisonment 
merely because he organized a legitimate demonstration where some violent acts occurred.  
On this point, we fully agree with Roseann Rife, Amnesty International’s East Asia Research 
Director, who stated:  
 

“Han Sang-gyun should not be held criminally responsible for violent acts taken by a small 
number of individuals, simply because he was one of the organizers of protests that were 
largely peaceful… His prosecution and upheld conviction underlines the authorities’ 
intolerance of the right to peaceful assembly.” 
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We are deeply disturbed to learn that since November 2015, prosecutors have processed more 
than 100 cases against demonstrators, and the courts have handed down more than a dozen 
prison sentences including sentences to five trade unionists. 
 
We are further shocked by the High Court’s finding that the police did not violate the law in 
their response to the public demonstration on November 14, 2015.  The use of water cannons 
by police caused injuries among demonstrators, including the injuries that eventually killed 
farmer Baek Nam-gi.  More than a year later, the investigation of events leading to Mr. Baek’s 
fatal injuries remains incomplete. No commanding officer has been held accountable. This is 
unacceptable. 
 
The UAW, again, urges the Korean government to rescind all sentences and drop all charges 
against trade unionists that are related to peaceful protest, including those against Han Sang-
gyun, Cho Sung-deok, and Lee Young-joo.  We further urge you to cease criminalization of trade 
union leaders and activists immediately. 
 

Sincerely,  
 
 
 

Dennis Williams  
President, International Union UAW 
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